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RENEWABLE HYDROGEN INDUSTRY 

Statement by Minister for Regional Development 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Regional Development) [1.05 pm]: 
There is a new global industry that can be a real winner for Western Australia if we are prepared to seize the 
opportunity. WA has the potential to export globally significant amounts of renewable hydrogen given our access 
to some of the nation’s best wind and solar resources, our strong technical and commercial skill base in delivering 
global-scale export products, especially liquefied natural gas, and our proximity to key export markets. The 
three linked factors of decarbonisation drivers, emerging export markets and falling renewable energy costs mean 
that the hydrogen narrative is no longer one of technology development but of market activation. Japan, South Korea 
and Singapore have made the decision that they want hydrogen as a key component of their energy mix, but these 
countries have neither the renewable energy resources nor the available land to generate enough hydrogen to meet 
their emissions reduction targets. When China needed iron ore, WA met the demand. When Japan needed LNG, 
WA stepped up. Now the McGowan government is taking steps to ensure that WA can meet the demand for 
renewable hydrogen and bring this job-creating industry to regional Western Australia. 

During the break, we hosted the Renewable Hydrogen Conference, bringing more than 300 leading scientists, 
industry and government representatives to Perth to chart the course for a renewable hydrogen industry. The buzz 
was well and truly there. We are seeing real interest in renewable hydrogen projects in the Pilbara and opportunities 
in the midwest. 

Several members interjected. 

Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: I know it is probably really hard for members opposite to imagine it exciting 
anyone! 

The PRESIDENT: Order! 

Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: At the conference, the Premier and I announced that a renewable hydrogen 
council would be established to advise on industry development in WA. The council will bring together experts 
from the private and public sector, including senior representation from the Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science 
and Innovation, the Public Utilities Office and research institutions, and will be supported by the Department of 
Primary Industries and Regional Development to develop a WA hydrogen plan. The council will report back to 
government on key findings early in the new year and will also inform the state’s contribution to the proposal for 
the development of a national hydrogen strategy by Australia’s Chief Scientist, Dr Alan Finkel. The first meeting 
of the renewable hydrogen council is scheduled to be held in late October 2018. Our government was elected on 
a platform of job creation and economic growth, and hydrogen is the next plank in our plan to diversify regional 
Western Australia. 
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